Origin of Lion Dance
Lion Dance began during the Middle ancient times, as certified by the “Tang
book”, and also recorded that this started during the “Chu” Dynasty.

Legendary Lion Dance

Legendary Lion Dance originated from Foshan Guangzhou. Few hundred
years ago, there was a beast called “Nian” meaning “Year” in Chinese, had
terrified the villagers by destroying their farms on the eve of New Year.
However an intelligent person used some bamboo and sticks to stage a similar
beast, and match with colour cloth for the beast body. When the beast returned
a year later, the villagers danced with the props together with all the cymbals to
frighten the beast away. Since then every year the villagers celebrate Chinese
New Year with Lion dance to ward off evil.

Type of Lion

Lion Dance is well received by the Chinese people. Basically there are two
types of Lions: Northern Lion is more popular in the southern province of
“Yellow River” and Southern Lion more popular in Guangzhou area. The
Northern Lion has golden and red Hair, covers the performer’s filly and its
movements resemble those of a real lion. Southern Lion has a multi-coloured
head and a long linen tail that drapes over the performers, and the movements
are more stylized.

Northern Lion Southern Lion
Plucking The Green / “Cai Qing”

Lion Plucking the Green is the climax of the southern lion dance. It's not only
expressed high pugilistic skills, but also showed the dancers are brave and
quick-witted. People who invited lion dance to their homes have to hang a
bunch of lettuce with a red packet, while others may place tables and chairs as
obstacles to test the skill of the dancers.
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“Dot The Eye” Ceremony / Waking Up

Every new lion head must be blessed by a respected figure at a ceremony by
doting the eye of the lion head before the performance. If not, it will be
regarded as a “blind lion”. Once the eyes have been dotted, it is believed the
lion will have power to chase away evil and bring in good luck.

Plucking The Greens “Dot The Eye”

FEDM IR
TRV b B o A, BT <R KPR, JE B g, S
IR NB” BB M a6 T AR 2R

TEDM =5

PBLTEIIE AL F b B 2Bk Ll e, J e K 4, BIR) IR 8, B\ Sk
KRB, IR, B S, AP fh, BHERFERS T, AT
MIHARBRR I FE . WERELFm L, T2 AR “F 8.
S RO RN, R XN BB I . 5 oRAT N E T A
P17 KACEHLU R S8 AME—FEIRE R, 535005 FratRt Bt I o LAAT R BT A
=MAEE G, g AJCRIZES), B & 5 Fh s AR AR i 20 2 %, AR RS mEe i
&, [N RATBORAYT,  SE BRI P8, JEA TR . R ROmRE %, At
RS R), UL & IREFEFWORT . TRAER S, FFF 2 R AHFLHIPES Sk, [FI
LA <5 i iy 44 o

Wi B FEAR B FLIR )

ZEYN B A N R B S2 00U, o [ R, NOARZ, AR S 5P 15
LT, SR . LWk . ToRAETERS . BRI I#HRA UK 73 o ALIIEEAT
TR LR S PUN -, BRI LA AR [, RS

MANEARER L, I3 AR 1A AR = T Ak il &5 SOy =7 o fle. S0l 4 Sk o
o, FJEEB, AR RIGAAGE, — BAFKE BT X ADIHILL, SRIE KA,
TR, SRS I, BARRE ORI, oK W, JE R, RO
YA, AWARE I, AR LR 4 AT 2 T D, AR R E XU . LA
SMRUKRF, WG R OIS BL, 20 9 B, 0 IRBARII, REH P
NI IR 7 AN 7 (B A 0, BRI SRR b4 1 A 3E I
A NICE DLy <5 R, EALWRLERT 2y <5 SR,

Copyright 2006 StamfordLion.com.sg



WiF K75

PR 2R ENIEIIRE, ZXERIMA e H, EAMERE S
FERH s 5 ulah, JF Hid e 6y on SR04 (¥ 5 ORBLA - HeA B SR Ii7 Bk
TR, B AET T il — a5 at, Y%Tf@iﬁﬁ( TE%QTZ&?I@,Z%
LRI HORRBORTT . FWIORSRA D, BEEAT 4 “mm” 5 “hm” M
KK

PiF It REREX:

W7 s LR — IR IAG, A AT el Tt sl (D0 Sk e N RS (158,
SRR SR G, BEYRE AN B (0 Sk 2 22 sl e GRS, 0
AAT R, A GEMRARBE, BRI, 8 e X, k] D7 (¥ s T e A,
W16 RO A7 v B T . 20080 ko i, i SR B 32 AN G

Copyright 2006 StamfordLion.com.sg



